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Topics

ÁChallenges and Opportunities of the Modern 
Research University
ÁEducation

ÁResearch (Global, National and Local Context)

ÁThe ñEntrepreneurialò University

ÁCollaboration and its Impact
ÁR&D Magazine Top 100 Innovation Awards

ÁProfile of The University de Texas at Austin
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The Publicôs Expectations

Â Educate the Nationôs and Worldôs scholars, scientists 
and professionals so they will be leaders in their field

Â Develop new knowledge and understanding through 
cutting edge research

Â Contribute broadly to society through public service

Â Be engines of economic development at the local, 
State, national and global levels
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The Education Challenge: 

National Geographic/Ropper Public Affairs survey of 18-24 year old 
young Americans:

V 63% could not find Iraq or Saudi Arabia on a map of the Middle East;

V 37% could not identify Louisiana, 48% could not find Mississippi, 50% 
failed to pinpoint New York State;

V only 35% correctly choose Pakistan from 4 possible choices as the 
country hit by a catastrophic earthquake in October 2005;

V only 18% know that Mandarin Chinese is the most widely spoken 
native language in the world;

V when asked which of 4 countries has a majority of Muslim residents, 
only 25% correctly identified Indonesia.

ñAmerica, we have a problemò
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The Future of Public Education
(who will pay for public education?)

Typical growth rates (last 10 years)

Â Consumer Price Index 2.7%
Â Family Income 3.5%
Â State Funding 1.8%
Â External Research Support 7.0%
Â Endowment Growth 2.3%
Â Salaries 4.8%
Â Operating Costs 3.5%

ñIf you think education is expensive, try ignorance.ò 

Derek Bok
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The Opportunities and Challenges in Research
ñCapital intensive activity dependent on rare talentò

Total R&D Expenditures at Universities in the U.S. for FY 2006: $48 billion

Â Federal: $30 billion

Â State & Local Government: $2.6 billion

Â Industry sponsored: $2.2 billion

Â Universities: $8 billion

Cost of recruiting and retaining top-talent (salaries, 

facilities, lab equipment, libraries, graduate students 

support, etc.)



Global Distribution of the R&D Investment (2007)

Total = U$S 1.124 B


